Johnson County Project Impact

Taking Shelter from the Storm

Building a Safe Room in Your Home

What are Safe Rooms?

The Safe Room or "Inresidence Shelter" is a small windowless shelter, such as a closet or a bathroom, which is readily accessible from all parts of your home.   Designed by Texas Tech University - Wind Engineering Research Center, it provides occupants protection during a tornado and/or high winds.  The concept is applicable to both existing residences & businesses and newly constructed ones.  The concept of having a room built to provide protection is practical whereas the cost of constructing an entire house or building to provide occupant protection is prohibitive.

Why build a Safe Room in my home or business?

The Safe Room should be built because it can:

· Save Lives

· Reduce Injuries

· Relieve Anxiety

"Each year, over three billion man-hours are spent in the United States under tornado watches!   In more than half the watches issued, a tornado occurs somewhere within the watch area.  In addition, people in tornado prone areas experience anxiety and loss of productivity unless a safe place is readily available."




Source:   Texas Tech University - www.wind.ttu.edu

What are the advantages?

· Accessibility

· Low Cost

· Multiple Uses

The shelter has many advantages, primary being its accessibility within the home.  It eliminates the danger of trying to get to an outdoors or community shelter and being hit by flying debris while in transit.  The inresidence shelter also has a daily functional use such as a closet, bathroom, or utility room.  In the case of a severe weather watch, the family/employees can continue about their routine knowing that a shelter exists nearby that can protect them should it be needed.  

What do they cost?

The cost of the safe room construction in a new residence or business is dependent upon size and type of room built.  There are two basic types of construction - concrete and steel/wood.   The average cost as reported by Texas Tech University, the designers of the safe room, in new construction is $3,500.  

For more information contact and a FREE Safe Room Information & Design Book:  

Call 1-888-565-3896 to request your free copy from FEMA.

Johnson County Project Impact, call 913-782-3038 or email ncrossley@jocoems.org 

FEMA - Safe Rooms: Taking Shelter from the Storm,  http://www.fema.gov/mit/tsfs02.htm 

Texas Tech - Wind Engineering Research Center, http://www.wind.ttu.edu 
